CITY COUNCIL

7:00 P.M.








October 2, 2006

Present:
Robert H. Kind



David Gustafson



James P. Kelly



Pat Kelley



Richard DeRosier



Tom Smith, City Administrator



Wayne G. Johnson, City Attorney

Also attending:  Tessie Huset

Mayor Kind called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA – Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to approve the consent agenda item 3(minutes of September 18 Council Meeting and Treasurer’s Report for August, 2006).  THE MOTION CARRIED
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS – Letter from Chief Billings re: training recommendation.  Member J. Kelly commented that this training was a good tool to development personnel in the police department.

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to authorize the Police Chief to send Ron Jonson to the January 8-11 command academy at Camp Ripley at a cost of $395 plus travel and usual expenses.

Member Gustafson suggested the police chief should determine who to send to the training.  Members J. Kelly and P. Kelley agreed to withdraw the name of the individual from the motion.  Member J. Kelly stated the department could send one person this year and another next year.

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to amend their motion to state that the police chief is authorized to send one person to the January 8-11 command academy at Camp Ripley at a cost of $395 plus travel and usual expenses. 

THE MOTION CARRIED

DEPARTMENTS

CITY ADMINISTRATOR – ASST. STENOGRAPHER POSITION – Mr. Smith had a range of wages paid by similar cities in the state.  Members Gustafson and P. Kelley said this position could help reduce overtime for fulltime staff and a possible backlog of work when the stenographer was not available.  Mayor Kind and Member J. Kelly questioned the need for this position since there were four fulltime people in the city office and training would be required for the new position which would involve very few hours of work.  Member J. Kelly suggested fulltime work schedules could be adjusted if overtime hours were a concern.

Motion Gustafson, second P. Kelley to authorize advertising for the position of asst. part time stenographer at a wage of $10/hour.

Discussion continued on possible needs in the police department to relieve that department of paperwork and a starting wage for the assistant stenographer.

Motion Gustafson, second P. Kelley to amend the motion to advertise for position of part time assistant stenographer at a wage of $9/hour.  THE MOTION CARRIED
CITY ATTORNEY  - TACONITE RESERVE FUND (GENERAL REVENUE RESERVE FUND) – There was discussion on how the auditor could show the status of the taconite reserve fund so that the Council could better determine how to utilize those funds.

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to authorize the city administrator and the city attorney to work together to get clarification from the city auditor on how the funds in the taconite reserve account are reported.  THE MOTION CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS

BELL APARTMENT DEMOLITION BIDS – Bid opening was held September 29.  Bids were as follows:


John’s Sanitary Removal 

$498,950


Landwehr Construction Inc.
  255,749


Veit Companies


  174,000


Construction Services Inc.

  147,677

Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to set a Special Council Meeting for October 4, 2006, at 4:00 P.M. to consider awarding the contract for the demolition of the Bell Apartments.  THE MOTION CARRIED
PUC RECOMMENDATION RE: WATER UTILITY PROJECTS AND POSSIBLE FINANCING OPTIONS – Member J. Kelly reviewed the reasons for the Public Utility Commission’s recommendation for a financing option to do several needed water utility projects all at once.

Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to investigate the methods of funding for $1,000,000 of improvements and repair work to the public water system.

Member P. Kelley expressed concern about making a 20-year financial commitment to do all of the work when the city did not know whether or not it could find any grants to cover some of the costs.  He favored looking for grants first and/or doing the work in stages.  Member Gustafson was concerned regarding the proposed raise in rates.  He felt if the city received no grants, less work should be done.  Member J. Kelly said all the work needed to be done, if delayed it would become even more expensive and some grant applications required that the city have metered residential accounts.  A vote was called on the motion.

THE MOTION CARRIED
SET CANVASSING BOARD MEETING – Motion Gustafson, second J. Kelly to set a Canvassing Board Meeting for November 9, 2006, at 1:00 P.M.  THE MOTION CARRIED
REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE FOR POSITION OF ASST. DEPUTY CLERK – Asst. Deputy Clerk Morris has stated she plans to leave the area when she sells her family home.

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to advertise the position of asst. deputy clerk in order to develop a pool of three qualified people for a list which will remain active for a period of 90 days.  The deadline for applications will be November 15 at 4:00 p.m.  THE MOTION CARRIED
LIBRARY BOARD RECOMMENDATION – Motion Gustafson, second J. Kelly to accept the recommendation of the Library Board to appoint Pam Jonson to fill the unexpired term of Todd Holden, whose term expires 12/31/06.  THE MOTION CARRIED
RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT OF INCREASE IN REGIONAL PUBLIC LIBRARY BASIC SUPPORT – Mayor Kind felt Council should know what amount of increase was being considered before acting on any resolution of support .  Tabled pending more information from the librarian.

Motion DeRosier, second J. Kelly to authorize Council Member Gustafson to take the city float to the November 18 Christmas City of the North Parade in Duluth.  THE MOTION CARRIED

CLAIMS – Motion P. Kelly, second Gustafson to approve payment of $101,651.39 paid claims and $6,078.95 unpaid claims as presented.  THE MOTION CARRIED
Motion DeRosier, second P. Kelley to adjourn at 8:12 p.m.  THE MOTION CARRIED





Minutes taken by Betty Oslund

​​​​​​​​____________________________
______________________________ 

Robert H. Kind, Mayor


Tom Smith, City Administrator

