CITY COUNCIL

7:00 P.M.






November 6, 2006

Present:  Robert H. Kind
Absent:  Richard DeRosier, excused


David Gustafson


James P. Kelly


Pat Kelley


Tom Smith, City Administrator


Wayne G. Johnson, City Attorney

Also attending:  Patrick Dineen, George Napper, Ruth Koepke, Carol Youngberg, Elwood Youngberg, George Pope, Tom Bott

Mayor Kind called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA – Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to approve the consent agenda item 3 (minutes of October 16 Council meeting and September Treasurer’s Report).  THE MOTION CARRIED
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS

GOLDEN AGERS – Attorney Johnson said he had been invited to the November 15 Golden Agers meeting to discuss their conditional use permit and use of their space in Mary MacDonald Center.

GITCHI GAMI TRAIL—Dr. Pope updated council on the last meeting he had attended in regard to the Gitchi Gami Trail.  He stated the mining company had now expressed concerns about the trail at the point it was to pass over or under the railroad tracks.  A change in the previously agreed-upon route could delay the planned project for an unknown length of time, he said.  Mayor Kind noted the DNR also had not yet come to the council to discuss the route the trail would take after it entered the city.   Council felt there should be a meeting of the City, the mining company, and the DNR to discuss the trail and the importance of the trail to this area.

DMC COMPANY, INC. RE:  BELL PROPERTY – DMC Company has indicated an interest in developing the Bell property.  Atty. Johnson suggested the city should have the property appraised and should then consider holding a public hearing to seek public input regarding future use and development of the property. 

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to authorize the city administrator to arrange for an appraisal of the Bell apartment property to be completed upon demolition of the apartments.  THE MOTION CARRIED
LETTER FROM CITY’S AUDITOR RE: TACONITE RESERVE ACCOUNT – Council will review the letter and discuss the information at the next meeting.

LETTER FROM PATRICK DINEEN RE: GARAGE VARIANCE – Patrick Dineen was present regarding the garage variance of George Napper, 10 Arthur Circle.  Mr. Dineen reviewed the history of Mr. Napper’s application to build a garage, the denial of his variance request, the cease and desist order that had been issued when he began building the garage in violation of the 16 foot height restriction.  Atty. Dineen asked Council if it had any preferred procedure Mr. Napper should use to have the variance request reconsidered.   Atty. Johnson noted his office had reviewed the communications and permits applications pertaining to this issue.  He said his opinion was that the city had acted properly in its denial of the variance request and the procedure use.  The property owner had a right to return to the Planning and Zoning Commission to submit further evidence in support of modifying the permit.  Atty. Dineen raised the issue of simultaneous contemporaneous findings.  He said his client would go to the Planning and Zoning Commission to make an attempt to negotiate an agreement before they took the issue any further.

DEPARTMENTS – CITY ATTORNEY – SUNDAY LIQUOR SALES BALLOT ISSUE – Atty. Johnson stated the issue on the November 7 ballot regarding approval of Sunday liquor sales had already been approved by voters at a prior election.  Since it was too late to have the item removed from the ballot, he suggested Council rescind the motion to have the issue placed on the November 2006 ballot.  This would nullify the vote on this issue.

Based on the fact that the decision had already been made at a previous election, Member J. Kelly moved to rescind the motion made at the April 17, 2006, Council meeting to place the question of whether or not the City shall issue licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquor on Sunday on the November 2006 ballot.   Member Gustafson seconded the motion.  THE MOTION CARRIED

OLD BUSINESS – STREET EQUIPMENT FINANCING – Atty. Johnson noted the financing proposal had been changed to reflect interest to be paid only on the balance of the loan, resulting in a savings of $5940.80 over the original proposal.

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to adopt Resolution 2006-#39, Authorizing Snowplow Financing Agreement in the amount of $24,736.00.

Roll call vote:   Member Gustafson – aye
Member J. Kelly – aye


        Member P. Kelley – aye
Mayor Kind – aye

Absent for vote – Member DeRosier

THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED

NEW BUSINESS

BEAVER BAY TOWNSHIP FIRE SERVICES AGREEMENT – Mr. Smith advised Council that an agreement had been worked out with Beaver Bay Township for fire protection.  He suggested future agreements be multi-year agreements and that the formula used be incorporated into the agreements.

Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to adopt Resolution 2006-#40, Authorizing Beaver Bay Township Fire Service Agreement in the amount of $10,725.44 for the period June 1, 2006 through May 31, 2007.

 Roll call vote:   Member Gustafson – aye
Member J. Kelly – aye


        Member P. Kelley – aye
Mayor Kind – aye

Absent for vote – Member DeRosier

THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR MINNESOTA REGIONAL PUBLIC LIBRARIES – Mayor Kind expressed concern about approving a resolution that did not include a specific amount of funding.   Attorney Johnson said this resolution would only request legislators to submit a proposal for increased support for libraries.  A request for a specific amount would come at a later time.

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to adopt Resolution 2006-#35, In Support of Increase in State’s Contribution to Regional Public Library Basic Support.

 Roll call vote:   Member Gustafson – aye
Member J. Kelly – aye


        Member P. Kelley – aye
Mayor Kind – aye

Absent for vote – Member DeRosier

THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED

Member J. Kelly reported on a walkability confererence he had recently attended.

CLAIMS- Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to approve payment of $111,761.54 paid claims and $78,984.43 unpaid claims as presented.  THE MOTION CARRIED
Motion Gustafson, second J. Kelly to adjourn at 7:53 p.m.  THE MOTION CARRIED



Minutes taken by Betty Oslund

​​​​​​​​​____________________________
__________________________ 

Robert H. Kind, Mayor
Tom Smith, City Administrator

