CITY COUNCIL

7:00 P.M.

November 20, 2006

Present:
Robert H. Kind


David Gustafson


James P. Kelly


Pat Kelley


Richard DeRosier


Tom Smith, City Administrator
Wayne G. Johnson, City Attorney

Also attending:  Jon & Chris Mattila, Bruce Carmen, Steve Marolt, Scott Johnson, Wade LeBlanc

Mayor Kind called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA – Motion Gustafson, second J. Kelly to approve the consent agenda item 3 (minutes of October 31 Special Meeting, minutes of November 6 Council Meeting and minutes of November 9 Canvass Board Meeting).  THE MOTION CARRIED
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS

ARDC LETTER requesting nominations for its advisory board.

Letter from G. Zinter requesting the City authorize person to sign off for the City’s deferred compensation plan for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to authorize the City Administrator, Tom Smith, to sign off on the City’s 457 deferred compensation plans for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  THE MOTION CARRIED
Letter from Chris Mattila suggesting an assisted living facility be located on the former Bell Apt. property.  Council discussed holding a public hearing to seek input on usages for the property.  Mr. Smith noted the property appraisal should be completed in about 4 weeks.

DEPARTMENTS – CITY ADMINISTRATOR – Mr. Smith noted Council had received copies of the October 2006 police department activity report.

CITY ATTORNEY – MN TOWERS EASEMENT AGREEMENT – Attorney Johnson recommended Council grant an easement to MN Towers for access to its leased property since the road from Outer Drive to the property had never been dedicated for public use.  The access would be over the existing roadbed.  Atty. Johnson said the road could be dedicated as a public street in the future

Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to adopt Resolution 2006-#42, Authorizing Minnesota Towers Easement Agreement.
Roll call vote: Member Gustafson – aye
Member J. Kelly – aye


      Member P. Kelley – aye
Member DeRosier – aye


      Mayor Kind – aye

THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED

BUSINESS PARK LOT SALE—PURCHASE AGREEMENT—CARIBOU DESIGN, MR. BRUCE CARMEN – Atty. Johnson stated the EDA had negotiated a purchase agreement for sale of Lot 1 Block 2 in the business park to Caribou Designs in the amount of $59,656.

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to adopt Resolution 2006-#43, Authorizing Land Sale to Caribou Design and Construction, Inc.

Scott Johnson asked if this purchase agreement implied any guarantee of a change in zoning.  Atty. Johnson said the purchase agreement did not obligate the city to make any change in zoning.

Roll call vote: Member Gustafson – aye
Member J. Kelly – aye


      Member P. Kelley – aye
Member DeRosier – aye


      Mayor Kind – aye

THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED

OLD BUSINESS

CITY AUDITOR LETTER RE: TACONITE RESERVE ACCOUNT – The October 27, 2006, letter from Steve Wischmann of Kern, DeWenter Viere, the firm that conducts the city’s audit each year, explains how the firm reports the city’s taconite reserve funds.  Attorney Johnson said Council had not passed any resolutions transferring funds from the taconite reserve fund; therefore the fund was intact.  He stated that the auditor had arbitrarily transferred funds in the audit report to cover deficits.  Although it is not required, the audit firm will include a detailed public works reserve spreadsheet and a calculation of maximum taconite reserves in future audit reports. 

NEW BUSINESS

2007 HOLIDAYS AND REVISED COUNCIL DATES – Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to adopt the 2007 Holidays and Revised Council Dates as follows:  Holidays—Jan. 1, Jan. 15, Feb. 19, May 28, July 4, Sept. 3, Oct. 8, Nov. 12, Nov. 22, Dec. 24 and 25;  Revised Council Meetings—Jan. 2, Jan. 16, Feb. 20, Sept. 4.  THE MOTION CARRIED
Member Gustafson suggested a special meeting to discuss the 2007 levy. NEXT AGENDA

CLAIMS – Motion P. Kelley, second J. Kelly to approve payment of $5939.42 unpaid claims and $160,860.87 paid claims as presented.  THE MOTION CARRIED
Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to adjourn at 7:53 p.m.  THE MOTION CARRIED


Minutes taken by Betty Oslund

​___________________________
__________________________ 

Robert H. Kind, Mayor
Tom Smith, City Administrator

