CITY COUNCIL

7:00 P.M.


   


June 19, 2006

Present:
Robert H. Kind
Absent:  Richard DeRosier, excused


David Gustafson


James P. Kelly


Pat Kelley


Tom Smith, City Administrator


Wayne G. Johnson, City Attorney

Also attending:  Mike Bond, Chris Buckley, Tim Melby, Frank Redfield

Mayor Kind called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA – Motion Gustafson, second J. Kelly to approve the consent agenda item 3 (minutes of June 5 Council Meeting) and item 4 (Treasurer’s Report for May, 2006).

THE MOTION CARRIED

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS 

SHERIFF PETERSON – Mr. Smith reported that Sheriff Peterson had advised that he would need time to do some research regarding costs for providing law enforcement coverage for the city and would try to have that information for the July 3 Council meeting. 

RETIREE REQUEST RE: HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUM – The personnel committee recommends that Frank Redfield’s request to have one-half the cost of health insurance premiums for 3 years  deposited into the health care savings plan account opened on his behalf by the city be approved.   It was noted this had been done in the past and was part of the personnel policy.

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to approve the request of Frank Redfield to have one-half of the cost of health insurance premiums for 3 years deposited into his health care savings plan account as per the city personnel policy.  THE MOTION CARRIED
REQUEST FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR RE:  APPROVAL TO ATTEND MEETINGS WHICH OCCUR BETWEEN COUNCIL MEETINGS – Mayor Kind and Member J. Kelly agreed the Administrator should have approval to attend any meeting which were an expected part of the delegation of duties of his position.

Motion Kind, second J. Kelly that the city administrator be authorized to attend those meetings regarding City business that occur between regularly scheduled council meetings.    
Member J. Kelly did not feel the administrator needed specific formal authorization to attend every meeting.  Since things might come up with the county and other agencies between City Council meetings, Member Kelly felt the administrator should use his judgment regarding which meetings he needed to attend.  Member Gustafson stated the administrator should notify the office staff as to where he was going and what time he planned to return to the office.  Member P. Kelley said he felt it was the side trips that were the issue, not the regularly scheduled city meetings.  Member J. Kelly reiterated the administrator should use his judgment and the council should not try to micro-manage what the administrator did.   A vote was called on the motion.

THE MOTION CARRIED

DEPARTMENTS

CITY ATTORNEY – Attorney Johnson reported there would be a meeting with MN/DOT regarding the water line beneath Highway 61. 

Motion Gustafson, second Kind to authorize Council Member J. Kelley to attend the meeting with MN/DOT in Duluth on June 20 with usual expenses paid.   THE MOTION CARRIED
OLD BUSINESS

CITY ATTORNEY FEES—DISCUSSION – Member P. Kelley questioned why the city was being billed extra attorney fees for preparing for and attending Planning and Zoning Commission meetings.  He felt the retainer agreement now in force included those meetings and noted the attorneys had begun attending numerous planning and zoning meetings beginning in 2002 .  Attorney Johnson said the agreement was to attend meetings upon request.  However, Planning and Zoning now asked that an attorney attend every meeting.  He noted that his office had agreed to put in 20 hours per month under the retainer agreement, but in 2006 his office had already put in almost 25 hours per month.  Attorney Johnson felt it was reasonable that his office should be paid for the additional work.  Member Gustafson felt the issue was mainly regarding an additional $1700 billed the City during one month earlier this year.  Attorney Johnson responded his office documented every charge and that the per hour rate they charged the city was less than their normal fee.

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS  

CITY CLEANUP DAY -  Planning and Zoning has recommended the City set forth funds for a cleanup day before the 50 year celebration the end of July.   Council asked that Member Gustafson get information regarding costs for this from John’s Sanitary Service.  (NEXT AGENDA)

TERMINATION OF LEASE/CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION – Patsy Betzler has terminated her lease for a business at Mary MacDonald Center.

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to accept the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission to deny the application of Patsy Betzler for a conditional use permit for the Mary MacDonald Center because the lease has been terminated, no one was present at the hearing, and it’s not responsible for the Commission to okay the permit until the safety and fire codes are all rectified on how they’re going to be handled.  THE MOTION CARRIED
VARIANCE REQUEST—SILVER BAY BAPTIST CHURCH SIGN - Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to accept the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission to approve the Silver Bay Baptist Church’s request for a variance for a sign because the property borders Highway Business property where a larger sign would be permitted, it is a greater distance back from the setback and road right-of-way than typically would be asked for, it is not very much over the allowable size, and it is better for safety.  THE MOTION CARRIED
ADD-VENTURES INC. VARIANCE REQUEST – The specifics of Add-Ventures’ variance request including survey line problems, need for additional information, and readjustment of property lines were discussed.

Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley that the City Council accept the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission to deny the request of Add-Ventures, Inc. for a variance on the 4.5 acre parcel located on Mt. Rockwood Road because the application does not have enough information on which to make a decision at this time and, further, to waive the fee and application deadline in order that the application can be amended.  THE MOTION CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS

ADAMS BLVD. SEWER LINE INTERCEPT PROJECT -  The Bid Tabulating Committee met earlier in the day.  Two bids were received—Minncomm Utility Construction Co. in the amount of $47,272 and EBI Drilling in the amount of $48,506.

Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to accept the recommendation of the Bid Tabulating Committee to award the bid for the Adams Blvd. Sewer Line Intercept Project to the low bidder, MinnComm in the amount of $47,272.00.  THE MOTION CARRIED

MARY MACDONALD MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to approve the Mayor’s appointments of Rick Frericks, Chris Buckley, Gary Thompson, Tom Smith, and Council Member David Gustafson to the Mary MacDonald Building Management Committee.  THE MOTION CARRIED
MAYOR’S RECOMMENDATION RE: NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE – Mayor Kind asked that Council approve the appointment of James Kelly to serve in his stead on the negotiating committee.

Motion Gustafson, second P. Kelley to accept the recommendation of Mayor Kind to have Council Member James Kelly serve on the city negotiating committee in the stead of Mayor Kind.  THE MOTION CARRIED
REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR EDA PROMOTIONAL VIDEO -  Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to enter into an agreement with Steve Ekman to produce a Silver Bay Economic Development Video for an amount not to exceed $2000.00, subject to the City Attorney’s drafting a formal agreement.  THE MOTION CARRIED
CLAIMS – Motion J. Kelly, second Gustafson to approve payment of $36,870.88 unpaid claims and $86,029.36 plus $42,198.60 of paid claims as presented.  THE MOTION CARRIED
Motion J. Kelly, second P. Kelley to adjourn at 7:48 p.m.  THE MOTION CARRIED


Minutes taken by Betty Oslund

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________
__________________________ 

Robert H. Kind, Mayor
Tom Smith, City Administrator

